The serious morbidity and mortality from silicosis among china biscuit-ware placers and oddmen and china biscuit warehouse workers, when flint was the placing medium for the biscuit firing, have been fully recorded by Arlidge (1892), Sutherland and Bryson (1926) , Middleton (1936) , and Meiklejohn (1947 and 1949) . So alarming was the hazard that ceramic chemists and practical potters urgently strove to discover a safe placing medium, which could be used as a substitute for flint. About 1929 (Plant, 1939) laboratory researches and practical trials proved that calcined alumina (corundum) could be used satisfactorily in the manufacture of fine china. Later, following a carefully planned survey (Industrial Pulmonary Diseases Committee, 1936 ) among a group of furnacemen engaged in the manufacture of alumina, Sutherland, Meiklejohn, and Price (1937) concluded that " there was no evidence of pneumoconiosis or of any other form of pulmonary disease arising from the considerable dust to which these workmen were exposed ". Assured by the practical and medical evidence, china manufacturers in increasing numbers adopted alumina as a medium for biscuit placing. Meiklejohn and Jones (1948) carried out a survey among china biscuit ware workers in North Staffordshire and reviewed the furnacemen who had been examined in the inquiry 10 years previously. They reaffirmed that alumina (corundum) Hugh-Jones, 1949; Fletcher, 1955) . Table 2 gives the numbers of these cases exposed to different dusts. Both observers were in complete (Table 3 ). All 10 had been exposed not only to alumina dust but to other dusts known to cause pneumoconiosis. Four men had been exposed to flint dust as china biscuit placers before the changeover to alumina. In one of these (Case 9) the period of exposure to flint was very short-four years-but this is not inconsistent with category 3 simple pneumoconiosis, especially after the lapse of many years.
Pneumoconiosis Absent
Eighty-seven men showed no radiographic evidence of pneumoconiosis. Indeed a noteworthy feature was the large number of films which could unhesitatingly be read as normal. Calcified tuberculous foci, usually in the hila, were present in (Fletcher et al., 1949; Fletcher, 1955 We wish to thank the British Pottery Manufacturers' Federation which generously supplied the basic data; all pottery manufacturers and workmen who cooperated in the survey, and the staff of the Stoke-on-Trent Mass Radiography Service who assisted enthusiastically to complete the work expeditiously.
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